
Governor’s Property Tax Advisory Council Recommenda on 
 

Subcommi ee Recommenda on Approved for Considera on by the Property Tax Advisory Council 

Subject:  Equaliza on of School Property Taxes 

Subcommi ee Name:  Educa on 

Recommenda on:  Replace school district BASE levies with a countywide levy, similar to countywide 
re rement levies that are currently in place.  (Implementa on of this op on will have no effect on the 
state levy or the state general fund.) 

Ra onale:  Adop on of countywide BASE levies would have the effect of further equalizing property 
taxes within each county.  Mills levied would be reduced in at least 69% of the state’s school districts, 
which serve 83% of Montana’s students. 

Barriers Addressed:  Rela vely poor (in terms of property tax base) school districts will experience a 
property tax reduc on with the burden being shi ed to rela vely wealthy districts.  This tax shi  is 
consistent with current cons tu onally mandated equaliza on policy. 

Key Strategies:   

1. Amend school funding laws to accommodate this change. 

2. Amend tui on laws as they pertain to out-of-district a endance. 

Dissen ng Opinions:  None.  (However, two subcommi ee members were not present when the op on 
was endorsed.) 

Suppor ng Graphics, weblinks or other documenta on:  

1. Recording of May 23 PTAC Educa on Subcommi ee Mee ng 

2. Presenta on on Replacement of District BASE Levies with a Countywide Levy 

 

Record of Vote 

The Educa on Subcommi ee considered this recommenda on during its mee ng held on May 23, 2024, 
at which five of seven subcommi ee members were present.  Those present unanimously endorsed 
bringing this op on to the full Property Tax Advisory Council. 
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